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Trends in dairy cows in CEE countries before EU
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0 5.000 10.000 15.000 20.000 25.000 30.000

Germany

C
ou

nt
rie

s 
of

EU

Quota x 1.000 ton

France
United Kingdom

Netherlands
Italy

Poland
Spain

Ireland
Denmark
Belgium
Sweden

Czech Republic
Austria

Finland
Hungary
Portugal

Lithuania
Slovakia
Greece

Latvia
Estonia

Slovenia
Luxembourg

CATTLE SECTOR DEVELOPMENT 
IN TRANSITION COUNTRIES OF CEE

22 August 2008, Vilnius

Expertise centre for Farm Management and 
Knowledge Transfer



CATTLE SECTOR DEVELOPMENT 
IN TRANSITION COUNTRIES OF CEE

22 August 2008, Vilnius



CATTLE SECTOR DEVELOPMENT 
IN TRANSITION COUNTRIES OF CEE

22 August 2008, Vilnius



Vir: EC

0
50

100
150

200
250

300
350

400
450

LT LV EST SI HU SK CZ UK PL SE FR DK PT DE SP NL BE IT IE LU AT FI GR

EUR/t 2007 2006
EU 2006 EU 2007

Milk prices 2006 - 2007

CATTLE SECTOR DEVELOPMENT 
IN TRANSITION COUNTRIES OF CEE

22 August 2008, Vilnius

Expertise centre for Farm Management and 
Knowledge Transfer



32.27none0.14USUSA (3)
31.24noneNZNew Zealand (5)
35.65AVERAGE MILK PRICE THIS MONTH (2)
37.631.86-2.300.04NLFriesland Foods
37.271.20-0.900.750.05NLCampina
35.78noneIEKerry
37.310.00IEGlanbia
30.220.002.300.61GBFirst Milk
32.070.00-3.070.37-0.25GBDairy Crest (Davidstow)
33.81noneFRSodiaal

34.30noneFRLactalis (Pays de la 
Loire)

35.72none0.58FRDanone (Pas de Calais)

34.51none0.74FRBongrain CLE (Basse
Normandie)

40.193.885.952.14FIHämeenlinnan O.
35.441.41-3.750.75DKArla Foods Denmark
34.97-0.170.15DENordmilch
36.82-0.22DEHumana Milch Union eG
38.760.371.380.73BEMilcobel

Rolling av
last 12
months

(4)

Most recent
supplementary

payment

Seasonal
adjustment

Quantity
adjustment

Quality
adjust
ment

Company
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No priceSlovakia

Increasing6 centsHungary

Increasing43-72 centsLatvia

Increasing12 cents10-28 centsIreland

Increasing62 centsDenmark

Increasing6 centsUnited Kingdom

Stable30 centsItaly

Stable23-42 centsGermany

Stable50-70 centsAustria

Stable9 centsSweden

Stable0-15 centsFrance

Decreasing0,20-0,8 PLNPoland

Decreasing4 cents6-36 centsFinland

Decreasing25-37 centsBelgium (W/FL)

Decreasing70-80 centsNetherlands

Development since last yearAdministrative 
price

Quota 2007 
market price

Member State
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Linked to kg

Income support 2007 decoupled

CROSS-COMPLIANCE    Linked to farmer/land

Sustainable farming

Environmental product quality       animal welfare   
programmes

CATTLE SECTOR DEVELOPMENT 
IN TRANSITION COUNTRIES OF CEE

22 August 2008, Vilnius

Expertise centre for Farm Management and 
Knowledge Transfer



More attention for Entrepreneurship
• Craftsmanship “green” knowledge 

• Management of farm/ organisation 
firm communication

internally

• Entrepreneurship communication
strategy planning
utilizing network 
external view

CATTLE SECTOR DEVELOPMENT 
IN TRANSITION COUNTRIES OF CEE

22 August 2008, Vilnius

Expertise centre for Farm Management and 
Knowledge Transfer



71 t
- 30 %

18 t
- 26 %

85,4 t
- 33 %

32 t
- 24 %

23 t
- 31 %

59 t
- 33 %

Zachodniopomorskie

Opolskie

Podkarpackie

Małopolskie 11 t
- 32%

168 t
- 53%

102 t
- 48%

13 t
- 37%

0.47 
0.30 

0.22 

0.26 

0.59 

0.64 

0.58 

0.57 

0.48 

0.61



Correlations

0.52Increase of total 
deliveries

Average quota 
size/farm

0.51Average quota priceAverage quota 
size/farm

0.60Exceeding total 
deliveries

Average quota 
size/farm

0.70Reduction in number 
of farms

Average quota 
size/farm

Correlation
r

Variable 2Variable 1
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Milk deliveries to dairies per region 
2007/2008 (million kg)

51 mio.
29 t.

- 28 %

3.7 mio.
36 t.

- 13 %

16 mio.
60 t.

- 27 %

0.7 mio.
61 t.

- 31 %

4.9 mio.
35 t.

- 34 %

16 mio.
45 t.

- 31 %

55 mio.
81 t.

- 33 %

87 mio.
65 t.

- 15 %

35 mio.
77 t.

- 12 % 103 mio.
65 t.

- 21 %

86 mio.
74 t.

- 22 %

86 mio.
96 t.

- 17 %

Slovenia:
Total Milk Quota: 544 mio.
Average Quota/farm: 62 t.
Reducing no. farms: - 33 %



No. of producers delivering milk to buyers 
Total sold milk to buyers, counted by national reference fat content (3,99%) in t
Average quota amount per farm in tons 
Reduction in no of farms with quota from 2004/2005 to 2007/2008

Percentage reduction in no. of farms from 2004 to 2008  

4850

137554

26,9

4211

- 44%

5998

61982

10,1

3178

-32%

7395

175395

23,3

3484

-31%

7737

187915

23,2

6736

-43%

6912

182921

27,5

4206

-36%

6532

186593

27,1

6322

-46%

7017

213943

30,6

6593

-46%

4368

114129

25,2

2655

-37%

5951

51644

7,8

6831

-44%

5333

74652

13,1

4588

-42%



European Association for Animal Production 
(EAAP) - topics

Ireland 2007
• Robustness – stronger cows

– longer productive life
• Crossbreeding in dairy cows
• Dairy calves and crosses for good quality calves

Lithuania 2008
• Mastitis
• Fertility (2x)
• Functional traits

Expertise centre for Farm Management and 
Knowledge Transfer
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Production 

• Protein 
• Fat
• Milk volume
Reproduction
• Calving interval
• Percentage non returns
• Nr. of Inseminations
• Daughter pregnancy rate
• Age at first calving
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Productive life

• Longevity
• Udder
• Somatic cell score
• Feet and legs
• Body size

Other Traits
• Ease of Calving
• Milkability
• Conformation traits
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Reproduction

Productive life

Production

Relative Emphasis in Selection Indices (2003)

Miglior et al. J Dairy Sci 88:1255 (2005)

New EU countries



Selection indices overview

8%

8%

25%

9%

13%

6%

7%

3%

7%

8%

13%

17%

21%

6%

5%

Japan - NTP
Italy - PFT

Israel - PD07
Germany - RZG
Australia - APR

France - ISU
New Zealand - BW
Switzerland - ISEL

Spain - ICO
Canada - LPI

United States - TPI
The Netherlands - DPS

South Africa - BVI
Ireland - EBI

United States - NM
Great Britain - PLI

Denmark - S-Index
Sweden - TMI

Protein Fat Milk Type Longevity Udder Health Fertility Other man. & health traits



Conclusions
• EU-policy asks additional qualities of farmer
• Underproduction in milk in most EU-countries 

Increasing production elsewhere
No production limitation/quota after 2015?!

• Large regional reduction in dairy farms in CEEC 
countries (12-46 %); each region it’s own 
characteristics?

• Infrastructure will be probably leading for 
future prospects

• Attention for sustainability in breeding 
program?
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Quota developments in Lithuania per region

-41%4880421.25138672862093Total in Lithuania

-44%68317.75516445951Vilniaus region.

-42%458813.14746525333Utenos region.

-37%265525.151141294368Telšių region.

-31%348423.301753957395Tauragės region.

-46%659330.552139437017Šiaulių region.

-46%632227.101865936532Panevėžio region.

-36%420627.461829216912
Marijampolės

region.

-44%421126.921375544850Klaipėdos region.

-43%673623.191879157737Kauno region.

-32%317810.08619825998Alytaus region.
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(t)
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527.0100489.8100Total
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240.343.6Other countries
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